Stratford on Avon and Broadway

Railway Society Limited

Application for Membership
PLEASE ENROL ME AS A MEMBER

Title & Surname




PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS THROUGHOUT
Forenames

Address


Postcode
Telephone No.

Email Address



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Adult (Basic Rate)
   £10

Senior (over 60)
    £8

Junior (5 to 14) 
    £7

Family Membership
  £15

(Two Adults and up to two children under 14)

Life Membership
£150

Joint Life Membership
£250

I enclose a cheque/money order made payable to SBRS Ltd.
Signed

Date

Please separate this form at the dotted line, and forward it, with your payment to:
[image: image1.png]



SBRS Treasurer,

39 Westholme Road,
Bidford on Avon, 
Alcester, Warwickshire  B50 4AL
If you can, please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for the return of your Membership Card.  Thank you. 

Data Protection Act.

Membership details will be stored on a computer.  If you have any objections to this please inform the Membership Secretary in writing.

What Can You Do?
“On the ground” at Long Marston we welcome practical assistance with a wide variety of tasks, including building maintenance, Permanent Way work, and the upkeep and restoration of our growing locomotive and rolling stock fleet.  Don’t worry if you haven’t any specialist skills, as there is never a shortage of unskilled work waiting to be done at Long Marston.

“Behind the scenes” we require assistance with an equally diverse range of activities such as fund raising, publicity and marketing, and the preparation of our Transport and Works Order application.

The annual adult subscription is just £10, and all members receive a copy of “The Shakespeare Express” magazine, which is published quarterly. 

Anyone wishing to visit the Long Marston site and see the work going on should ring 01789 773698 to arrange access.
Our message is simple:

Join the SBRS now!
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Stratford on Avon and Broadway Railway Society Limited

Needs YOUR support to…

 Save the Honeybourne–Long Marston branch

 Reinstate the Stratford–Honeybourne line

 Rebuild Honeybourne station

 Establish a regional railway museum

 Restore and renovate our rolling stock

 Maintain our trackwork

Our Intention

The prime catalyst behind the formation of the Stratford on Avon & Broadway Railway Society (SBRS) has been the urgent need to save the last remaining original section of the Stratford-Cheltenham line, namely the Honeybourne-Long Marston branch.  Nearly three miles in length, the Branch was retained by British Rail after the line’s closure, to provide a rail link between the Army’s Engineers’ Resource Depot at Long Marston and the Oxford-Worcester (Cotswold) line.

With the base now closed, and sold to a property developer, the SBRS aims to promote the reinstatement of the railway from Stratford upon Avon to Honeybourne, whilst preserving the existing Greenway and its facilities.

Transportation for Stratford
Stratford upon Avon is one of the most-visited tourist destinations in England after London.  The vast majority of the town’s visitors currently arrive by road.  This has led to congestion on the town’s roads and overcrowding in its car parks.  Restoring the rail link southwards from the town to Honeybourne will provide a distinctive and attractive alternative for travelling to Stratford upon Avon.

Regeneration for Honeybourne

The aim of the Society is to operate the line as a Community Railway, as well as running heritage steam passenger and freight trains.

This would require a new interchange station at Honeybourne with Park-and-Ride facilities, and Stratford Racecourse, also with Park-and-Ride facilities, and new intermediate stations at Long Marston, Long Marston Airfield, and Milcote.

Our intention is to regenerate Honeybourne as the focal point of the new railway and to provide an attractive, well-maintained and staffed station for the village.


The Society’s Base
The SBRS is based at Long Marston, on the former MoD Camp, where our collection of carriages, wagons, industrial steam locomotives, and industrial diesel locomotives are under restoration.

The SBRS plans are to acquire the Long Marston exchange sidings and marshalling yard site as our main base, and reinstate the Honeybourne rail triangle.

Railway Heritage

Although Long Marston ceased to be a Ministry of Defence depot in 1999, the railway yard has the potential to become a major rail heritage centre covering the history of the region’s many railways and of military railways in general.  The SBRS seeks to realise that potential.

Saving the Honeybourne-Long Marston Branch!

Following the closure of the Stratford–Cheltenham route, the branch provided a rail link between the Oxford–Worcester main line and the MoD Depot at Long Marston.  However, its future was always in doubt.  Following the sale, the branch now faces a more secure future.

This important stretch of line is not only a vital link in the scheme to reinstate the Stratford–Cheltenham line, but also a superb railway facility.  As well as connecting with the national rail network at Honeybourne, it offers exceptional servicing and shed facilities at its terminus.  All of this must be saved.

We launched our “Save the Branch” campaign in July 1995 and since then we have established a thriving operational base at Long Marston.  At present we are gathering and restoring locomotives and rolling stock in readiness for the commencement of revenue-earning activities.
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Our Plan for the Future
